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they should land on this side of Martello tower, the intention of the enemy can only be to gain the Martello Bay for their shipping; but the heights which command it are, as I have already said, so strong, and the enemy may be opposed to such advantage, that I do not think they will attempt it. I therefore rather think that they will endeavour to land on the eastern side of the gulf, somewhere between the tower of Farinole and the town of St. Fiorenzo. I think that we should pay particular attention to that line, without, however, neglecting the heights about which we have been talking. The heights ought, the moment the enemy appears, to be occupied by a large body of the Militia, to whom a British officer of trust should be attached."
This and much more I delivered in a very firm and decided tone; none of the party offered to contradict it; few of them were sufficiently acquainted with the country to have any distinct opinions upon the subject. Nepean, of the Engineers, assented, and Colonel Green, who had been looking very wise the whole morning, began to look more so than ever. The Viceroy was not over pleased that anybody should deliver their sentiments without the smallest deference to his; upon the whole, the scene was rather diverting. We walked up to the signal-house, and dined upon cold meat as we returned. We reached St. Fiorenzo before dark, not much edified by the day's excursion. The next morning I rode back to Bastia with the General. We turned off and examined part of the eastern coast; he complained of having been disturbed yesterday by the crowd, and said he would return with me in a day or two.
I had a great deal of conversation with the General. He is a worthy, easy-tempered man, but seems never, in the course of between thirty or forty years' service, to have thought upon his profession beyond the mere details of his regiment. The scene he is now engaged on is perfectly new to him. He has no confidence in himself, and is so unused to action, that he cannot even execute the ideas suggested to him by others. He also wants firmness;ended with ease by the Militia of the country. Iftary appointments at the
